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| I desire to be released from my fpestors! re ee 
the Society of Friends in Lynn, next September first. After very 
py consideration my mind has become fully determined that this will. 
est. I trust it will not seem to you Sshibinleiraphdd 3 to the interests 


. ‘The reasons before me are as follows: 
hy The arrangement under which I was called sy sa with an assis~ 
i pastor, has broken down some months since. To all of us, so far as 
mow, it now is clear that this arrangement was on an unsound basis. 
2, The program on which we have been working Dp to the present 
ian ime has proved inadequate to conserve the entire interest of the Society 
of Friends in Lynn, to say nothing of any advance movement. 
$$. My opinion is that the needed readjustment of the various 
‘activities of Friends in Lynn should be made by themselves. I mentioned 
shis , tentatively, to the pastoral committee at its regular meeting 
pril 6th. Yet I have earnestly endeavored to do my wrt in finding the 
yest course upon which we might all unite. I; submitted some plans to 
e pastoral committee, finance committee and the trustees. I tried 
efully to avoid using any special influence I might have as pastor 
1 securing the adoption of those plans. I wanted my suggestions con- 
jered entirely on their own merits. It seemed to me, however, that 
ese suggestions were to be as a "Gideon's Fleece” to me. If the plans 
e adopted then if it should be agreeable to you, I would devote myself 
leading in putting my plans into action. But if the way seemed not 
open for adopting my suggestions I would consider that to indicate my 
office would better be given to another. Only one detail was accepted, 
ne While there is some prospect that perhaps the most important single 
suggestion may yet be realized--the enlistment of a full time woman 
yorker, I perceive there are important details ine onnection with this 
.which there is not much unity of thought. 
7 eS I do not recognize that I have any particular qualifications, . 
bove that of others who may be available to you, which fit me especially 
for this field. Geographically, Lynn is favorably situated. Your record 
_ hastbeen that you have been able to obfain rather promptly such pastoral 
Ps ali sistance as you have felt in need of, 
On the other hand there is offered me a field of service where 
more than five years they have been unable to obtain a settled 
tor they felt would meet their needs, although they have striven 
agora to do so. I have always found particular satisfaction in 
_ doing the things which needed to be done, but which no one else seemed 
to be willing to do. 


Ru i You will, thebefore', please accept this, my binge tenation. to * 
take effect next September First. I am deeply grateful to you for the 
portunity of working with you these months. Mrs, Jones and I have 
eived the most courteous treatment in Lynn, without exception, and : 
enjoyed special favors at the hands of very many of you. We earnestly 


“a” may continue on terms of enduring interest and friendship ihn | a; 
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Mexico, the Service Committee arranged in August, 1922, to support 
a representative in Mexico City. No relief work has been undertaken, 
but the Friends’ representative is making a study of the relationships 
between the two countries in order to be able to do something toward 
cultivating a better understanding between the people of these two 
nations. 


Syria. While the American Friends Service Committee has made 
no public appeal for funds for relief work in the Near East, many 
Friends, on account of their knowledge of, and vital interest in, the 
work of some of their missionaries in Syria and Palestine, have con- 
tributed sums of money for relief work in these places. Relief and 
medical work among war victims has been carried on to a small 
extent in and around the village of Ram Allah (ten miles from Jeru- 
salem, Palestine) ; and considerable work has been done through the 
Friends’ missionary, Daniel Oliver, who has headquarters at Ras-el- 
Metn, near Beyrout. Money used in this work has all originated with 
Friends and has been used for relief purposes. 


Japan. Because of the great earthquake, $28,000 was contributed 
for relief work under the Friends’ missionaries in Japan. This came 
from the general public, members of the Church of the Brethren, Men- 
nonites and Friends. 


FUTURE WORK 


During the past year we have carefully considered the question 
of the continuance of the work and are proposing that during the year 
1924-25 the work be continued on the following lines: : 


France. Continue to support two American nurses’ aides in the 
Maternity Home at Chalons-sur-Marne. 


Austria. Continue the anti-tuberculosis work made possible by 
the contributions from the German-Americans, and expand it if addi- 
tional funds are available. The workers will also be engaged in super- 
vising a small amount of relief for individual people and in maintaining 
a center of good-will in Vienna. 


Germany. Maintain centers in Berlin, Frankfurt, Essen, and in 
other cities if funds are available, where foreigners may be brought 
into contact with Germany’s social and economic needs and which will 
serve as centers of good-will for establishing better relations between 
America and Germany. In addition, people who are interested in help- 
ing German children will be encouraged to contribute to the anti- 
tuberculosis work carried on by the Deutsche Zentralausschuss. 
There is no greater danger that confronts the child life of Germany 
today than this dreaded disease, tuberculosis. The National Health 
Department does not have sufficient funds to carry on an extensive 
campaign. 


Poland. A center of good-will will be maintained in Warsaw, 
where strangers and others may be brought into contact with the best 
of Polish life. Efforts will be made to make the Kolpin Orphanage 


near Brzesc a model training home for caretakers for other orphan- 
ages, and at the same time provide suitable education along agricul- 
tural lines to a number of orphans who own land. 


Russia. Continue the medical program, laying special stress upon 
the anti-malaria work. Headquarters for this work will be maintained 
at Moscow, and Buzuluk, Totskoe, and Sorochinskoye in the Samara 
Gubernia. The Committee also expects to make these places centers 
of good-will, and in this way do something toward helping bring the 
people of America into sympathetic touch with the Russian people. 


Mexico. Continue our center of good-will in Mexico City in a 
further effort to establish better international relations with Mexico. 


United States. By suitable publicity material, lectures, etc., 
endeavor to bring the people of the United States into closer touch 
with our European neighbors. Robert EF. Pretlow will be continued as 
Field Secretary, and a corps of speakers will be ready to answer calls 
for service. 


Conclusion. In all of the work that has been or is being carried 
on by the American Friends Service Committee, the Friends have been 
actuated by religious motives. They have felt that as professing 
Christians they could not stand idly by when there was an oppor- 
tunity to serve others in His name. The motive, therefore, is not to 
proselyte or establish Quakerism in any of the stricken countries, but 
to give a concrete demonstration of faith and works. The people who, 
through the service rendered, have been led to question in regard to the 
beliefs of Friends, have been helped to understand something of the 
Quaker interpretation of Christ’s teachings ; but the field workers have 
realized that what was most needed was not for Friends to build up 
their own denomination, but to interpret the Christ spirit to the suffer- 
ing world in ways that could be understood. Christianity not only 
calls for charitable service, but for efforts to make a better world in 
which to live. Actuated by what they believe to be Christian motives, 
the Friends stand for the right to serve in the name of Him who taught 
all men to forgive until seventy times seven, and to feed, clothe and 
comfort His needy children. 


RUFUS M. JONES, Chairman. 
WILBUR K. THOMAS, Secretary. 


CHARLES F. JENKINS, Treasurer. 
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A BRIEF STATEMENT 


of the work of 


The American Friends Service Committee 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


HE American Friends Service Committee was called into 

being by the entry of the United States into the world war. 

In 1914 the English Quakers began relief work back of the 

French lines in France, and a number of American Friends 
joined with them and supported the work through the London office. 
When the United States entered the war it became very apparent that 
there would be need for an American organization to deal with the 
problems that confronted American Friends and the committee was 
organized. 


The Friends Service Committee represents all of the groups of 
Friends in America. The members of the committee are appointed 
by their respective bodies or have accepted service on behalf of their 
Yearly Meetings. As it is directly.connected with the English Friends 
Committee in London, it represents the united activities of members 
of the Religious Society of Friends throughout the world. 


The work of the English Friends in beginning relief work in 
France in the fall of 1914 and the organization of the American 
Friends Service Committee, were in thorough keeping with the entire 
history of the Society of Friends. It represented in an outward form 
their desire to be of service and to give their membership an oppor- 
tunity to serve the world in its time of need. 


The immediate purpose of the American. Friends Service Commit- 
tee in 1917 was twofold: (a) To assist the English Friends in their 
relief work in the devastated regions of France, and (b) To give the 
members of the Society of Friends and those who were in sympathy 
with Friends an opportunity to be of service. As in the past, Friends 
were unable to support the war:or to have anything to do with it. 
They did not, however, hold themselves aloof from the world, but 
sought to share suffering with their fellowmen. 


France. As France and her allies were bending all their efforts 
to bring the war to a successful conclusion, many of the old men, 
women, and children made homeless by the great war were neglected 
and the Friends found a great opportunity to be of real service. Port- 
able houses were constructed and erected in ruined villages; orphaned 
and neglected children were gathered up and placed in children’s 
homes ; old people were fed and comforted; hospitals were established 
for civilian people. Approximately 600 workers were engaged as vol- 
unteers in this type of work in France, and upwards of a million dol- 
lars’. worth of supplies were distributed. 


Soon after the armistice, it became evident that the French people 
would soon be able to take care of themselves, so the work was for- 
mally brought to a close in 1920, with the exception of the Chalons 
Maternity Hospital at Chalons-sur-Marne. ‘This hospital was opened 
in 1914 at Chalons by English Friends, A new building, fully equipped, 
was erected with the funds on hand at the time the Friends actually 
discontinued their active relief work in France. The land and build- 
ings have been deeded to the Marne Government and a French com- 
mittee appointed by the Prefect of the Marne has charge of the 
hospital. 


Germany and Austria. Soon after the armistice, Friends heard 
that there was much suffering in Germany and Austria on account of 
the great war, and Jane Addams, Dr. Alice Hamilton and Carolena 
M. Wood went into Germany to make an investigation. About the 
same time Dr. Hilda Clark, of England, went into Austria. As a 
result of these investigations, the American Friends Service Com- 
mittee sent workers into these countries, and appealed for funds to 
carry On an extensive piece of work. 


Germany. In the fall of 1919, Mr. Herbert Hoover requested the 
Friends to enlarge their work in Germany, increase their personnel 
and begin mass child-feeding on a large scale with money and sup- 
plies which he had available for that purpose. A group headed by 
Alfred G. Scattergood sailed for Germany in December, 1919, and 
actually began feeding during the first week of February, 1920. This 
work expanded until at one time 1,010,000 children were being fed one 
warm meal a day. In addition to this, a small amount of work was 
done for apprentices, nursing and expectant mothers and old people. 
Clothing, medical and hospital supplies and cod-liver oil were distrib- 
uted through the feeding centres. 


On July 31, 1922, the American Friends Service Committee 
arranged for a continuation of the work in Germany through an organ- 
ization of German charitable organizations, called the Deutsche Zen- 
tralausschuss, and then withdrew. At the same time a national 
committee of German-Americans was formed to appeal to the Ameri- 
can public for funds to continue the work. 


During the year 1923-24 the occupation of the Ruhr, the fall in 
the value of the mark and the great business depression throughout 
Germany brought the German people to a worse state than they were 
in at the close of the war. Approximately one-third of the people of 
Germany faced a food shortage. Those who were able to take care of 
themselves were the war profiteers and the people who lived on the 
land. Urgent appeals, therefore, came from Germany, and from 
people interested in this great problem, for the Service Committee to 
undertake further relief work in Germany. This it was decided to do, 
and we accepted responsibility for the distribution of whatever funds 
were raised by the American Committee formed under the leadership 
of General Henry T. Allen. Approximately 5,000,000 German children 
have been recipients of American food through these efforts. 


Austria. The investigators of conditions in Austria found an 
appalling situation. As a result, as many as 80 English and American 


workers, with food and such medical and hospital supplies as could be 
secured, were soon established in Vienna. ‘The children under six 
years of age and those who were not old enough to go to the American 
Relief Administration feeding kitchens, presented a very serious prob- 
lem. Plans were made, therefore, to distribute a “dry ration,” con- 
sisting of supplementary food, sufficient for a period of two weeks, 
for such of these children, babies, nursing and expectant mothers as 
were certified to be in need by physicians. As many as 60,000 babies 
and mothers were receiving food in Vienna in this way at one time. 
Student Feeding Work and Mittelstand Relief were started. The 
Student Feeding was eventually turned over to the Student Friend- 
ship Movement, but the work for the Mittelstand has been continued. 


A three-year anti-tuberculosis campaign throughout the whole of 
Austria was inaugurated in June, 1923. his plan called for the 
employment of a number of teachers and welfare workers who could 
go into the various provinces and open anti-tuberculosis welfare 
centres. A small amount of work was done for the middle class people. 


Poland. Very soon after the work began in Germany and Austria, 
a group of Friends went into the devastated regions of Poland. The 
people were found to be living in most primitive conditions, especially 
those whose homes were on or near the old Russian-German battle- 
front. Units of workers were placed in different parts of Poland, and 
efforts were made to help the peasants to become re-established on 
the land. Seeds, tools, building materials, sheep and horses were 
purchased and distributed among the refugees who were coming back 
from Russia. Cottonseed meal was imported and sold to dairymen, 
and the fresh milk supply for the children’s hospitals and children’s 
homes in and around Warsaw was increased thereby. Large quan- 
tities of second-hand clothing and. hospital supphes were also dis- 
tributed. 5 . 


In 1922 it became apparent that one of the greatest needs of these 
refugees was assistance in getting lumber from the forests to ‘rebuild 
their homes. The ploughing columns were gradually discontinued 
and the horses were put to hauling timber. ‘The forests are usually 
from five to twenty miles from the villages; and as the peasants have 
no means of transporting the timber, this seemed to be one of the 
greatest needs. Practically all the other work in Poland, therefore, 
was discontinued and the entire group turned its attention -to helping 
the refugees get timber for their new homes during the winter of 


1923-24. 


Marly in 1924, in co-operation with the Polish Government, the 
Kolpin agricultural school and orphanage was established at Stradecz. 
The scheme that is being worked out there is proving most beneficial 
to child landowners. ‘They are being prepared to return to their 
deserted farms and provide a living for themselves and their little 
brothers and sisters. 


About three years ago a plan was worked out whereby the Polish 
peasant women were given the opportunity to make and sell embroid- 
eries. This industry has been carried on with the hope of establishing 
a permanent outlet for work of this kind. ; 


Russia. A group of English Friends went into Russia in 1915 to 
work among the Russians who had fled eastward before the invading 
German army. Their activities centered in Buzuluk, in the Province 
of Samara. The overcrowded homes, the large number of refugee chil- 
dren and the lack of employment called for the best service that these 
workers could give. During the period when the Duma was in power, 
and later, when Russia was torn by civil war, the Friends continued to 
administer relief. When Kolchak’s army captured Buzuluk, the 
Friends were put in prison for afew hours, but were released and 
allowed to continue their work. 


When it became impossible to get further relief supplies to the 
workers, they left the fields, and came out of Russia through Siberia, 
stopping for a number of months to work with the American Red 
Cross at Omsk, Irkutsk and Vladivostok. Nine months after they 
left, however; Arthur Watts, an English Friend, and Anna J. Haines, 
an American Friend, went back to Moscow to reorganize the relief 
work. For a considerable length ‘of time, the Friends were the only 
foreign relief agents in Russia, and they were the first foreign organ- 
ization to sense the famine conditions and appeal for assistance. They 
were the first to get food into the famine area and their work has 
continued without interruption along four distinct lines: 


(a) Famine relief. 


(b) Buying horses #f Siberia arid selling them to the peasants 
in the famine area at cost price, using the returns to pur- 
chase more horses. 


({c) A medical program which includes the employment of 
Russian doctors and the establishing of anti-tuberculosis, 
-anti-malarial, anti-venereal, and baby clinics throughout 
the area. 


(d) Feeding in restricted areas where crops failed in the sum- 
mer of 1923, and the subsidizing of children’s homes in 
districts where the local people are too poor to support 
the orphaned children properly. 


Serbia. In 1919, upon the urgent request of the Minister of the 
Serbian Government and other Serbian officials, the American Friends 
Service Committee sent a relief unit to Serbia: Headquarters were 
first established at Nish and later at Pech, in the mountains of Monte- 
negro. Agricultural reconstruction, house-building, seed and clothing 
distribution and hospital work were carried on for a period of approx- 
imately two years. The work was discontinued when it was felt tha¢ 
the Serbian Government was able to take care of its own people. 


Mexico. While doing work in Europe, the members of the Amer- 
ican Friends Service Committee began to realize that there whs need 
for work along educational lines at our very doors. The revolution in 
Mexico, the Vera Cruz incident, and the general attitude of the press 
toward Mexico, made it appear that war with Mexico was an imminent 
possibility. Feeling that they ought not to wait until war broke out 
to-cultivate friendship and good-will between the United States and 
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